
 

 

YOUNG UKZN SCIENTIST RECOGNISED BY AFRICAN ACADEMY  

 

Dr Andrew Eloka-Eboka has been selected as an Affiliate of the prestigious African Academy of Sciences 

(AAS). 

UKZN Engineer Dr Andrew Eloka-Eboka has been announced as an Affiliate of the prestigious 

African Academy of Sciences (AAS) for the period 2017-2021, one of only four southern Africans 

to be admitted. 

AAS is a Pan African organisation headquartered in Kenya, which aims to drive sustainable 

development in Africa through science technology and innovation.  The Academy set up the 

Affiliates programme in 2015 to recognise, mentor and help exceptional young scholars and early 

career professionals develop into world class research leaders. 

AAS selected 22 early career scientists through a merit based review process - they were chosen 

from the five regions of Africa.  

‘These young scholars have shown promise in their fields and are deserving of the recognition,’ 

said AAS Executive Director Professor Berhanu Abegaz. ‘We will work with their institutions to 

provide them with opportunities to develop their careers and to leverage their skills and passion 

to contribute to Africa’s development.’ 

The 22, who are PhD holders and below the age of 40, were selected from Benin, Cameroon, 

Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda and Zambia, 

after a rigorous review process by eminent senior scientists who are AAS Fellows in the Academy’s 

regional offices.  

Eloka-Eboka works in the field of chemical and mechanical engineering and undertook post-

doctoral research within UKZN’s School of Engineering under the supervision of Professor Freddie 

Inambao.   His research interests cover the area of green and renewable energy technologies, 

thermodynamics and internal combustion engines with a special focus on biofuels, biomass, 



 

biodiesel and the environment. He is currently spear-heading research in the emerging research 

field of bio-nanotechnology for engineering and thermal applications. 

Eloka-Eboka said he was excited and humbled to have been selected as an AAS Affiliate.   ‘When 

hard work collaborates with opportunity, it metamorphoses into what is called luck,’ he said. ‘More 

hard work creates room for greater luck. I therefore dedicate this award to the great mother of 

God, Mary most holy.’ 

As an AAS Affiliate Eloka-Eboka will be supported to attend conferences, symposia and workshops 

and other activities that will improve his skills in proposal development, grant writing and pitching 

innovations to help him win more grants, improve his publication record and ensure that his 

research impacts his community. He will be mentored by an AAS Senior Scientist.   

Professor Quarraisha Abdool Karim, who serves as the Vice-President of the Academy for the 

Southern African Region, and is Associate Scientific Director of the Centre for the AIDS Programme 

of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA), said the AAS Affiliates programme was very competitive 

and sought after by young science leaders as it recognised science excellence across all 

disciplines and created great opportunities to interact with peers across Africa and with the most 

senior and eminent scientists.  

‘This is an important milestone and achievement for Andrew,’ she said. 
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