
 

 

POETRY AFRICA OPENING NIGHT CAPTURES SIGNIFICANT AUDIENCE ATTENTION 

 

Poets and artists together on opening night of the 20th edition of Poetry Africa. 

 
A line-up of 25 poets from around the world thrilled the audience on the opening night of this 

year’s Poetry Africa Festival at the Elizabeth Sneddon Theatre. 

 

The Festival was hosted by UKZN’s Centre for Creative Arts (CCA) within the College of 

Humanities. 

 

The opening of the Festival celebrated 20 years of Poetry Africa, 200 years of the Zulu Kingdom 

and the ten-year anniversary of the death of isiZulu poet Mazisi Kunene. 

 

The week 10-15 October was declared: Mazisi Kunene week. 

 

Former Director of the CCA Mr Peter Rorvik reflected on some of the Festival’s historical 

milestones of the last 20 years including audience growth, its contribution to widening the 

Festival footprint across Africa and beyond, making the Festival far more accessible, and taking 

poetry to schools. 

 

‘The signature and beauty of the festival is that there is an eclectic diversity of cultures and it is 

poetically expressive of South Africa, having a transformative effect inclusive of the mind,’ said 

Rorvik. ‘It speaks to the challenges of the current state of the country and the world. It must be 

remembered that the CCA is the interface between the University and the public and speaks to 

the strategic goals of UKZN. Long live Poetry Africa. Long live!’ 

 

DVC and Head of the College of Humanities Professor Cheryl Potgieter reaffirmed her ongoing 

support for the Festival and the call for free Higher Education saying: ‘Leadership is needed in all 

sectors to ensure the dream for a new South Africa is achieved.’ She called on the poets to use 

their platforms to contribute to decolonisation of Higher Education. 

 

Speaking with reference to the bicentenary celebration of the Zulu Kingdom, Dr Mangosuthu 

Buthelezi said poetry influenced and reflected society and had kept the culture of the Zulu 

Kingdom intact. ‘For 200 years we have maintained our identity and culture. Poetry is known to 
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be a journey of discovery. I commend the Festival and UKZN for bringing the poets and poetry to 

schools and for honouring Mazisi Kunene, our great protector of the Zulu culture,’ he said. 

Paying homage to Kunene, the Festival - in partnership with the Mazisi Kunene Foundation, the 

Department of Arts and Culture and the Living Legends Trust - presented two legendary poets, 

iNyosi yeSilo Mr B.M Mdletshe and Dr Don Mattera, with the inaugural Mazisi Kunene Poetry 

Awards. 

 

The poets, wearing traditional attire, then took to the stage, entertaining the audience with 

poetry performance pieces. 

 

Music on the night was provided by eThekwini Living Legend and UKZN Lecturer, Dr Sazi Dlamini. 

Among prominent guests on the night were apartheid stalwart Mr Mac Maharaj; Kunene’s 

widow, Mrs Mathabo Kunene; renowned storyteller, Dr Gcina Mhlophe; former First Lady of South 

Africa, Zanele Mbeki, and Living Legend, Mr Welcome Msomi. 
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