
 

 

ENGLISH PROFESSOR PUBLISHES BOOK ON DOUGLAS LIVINGSTONE  

 

Professor Michael Chapman with his newly published book: Green in Black-and-White Times: Conversations 

with Douglas Livingstone. 

Emeritus Professor Michael Chapman of the School of Arts has published a new book: Green in 

Black-and-White Times: Conversations with Douglas Livingstone. 

The book highlights conversations between internationally acclaimed poet-scientist Livingstone 

and leading literary critic Chapman, who shared a long friendship. 

Their conversations – recalled in this book – take readers through the black-and-white times of 

political turbulence in South Africa in the 1970s and 1980s to a climate, after apartheid, more 

attuned to Livingstone’s abiding concern: how, as both scientist and poet, to heal the earth. 

Chapman believes that the book has its genesis in the political struggle years of the late 1970s and 

1980s but also shows a struggle to change the curriculum in English studies in South Africa from a 

focus on the British “great tradition” to South African and African considerations. 

‘Livingstone often takes us where poetry hasn’t before. He also takes us, perhaps, where science 

has not taken us before. Livingstone always insisted that, above all, a poet should be judged by 

his capacity to entertain. He saw himself, inseparably, as poet and ordinary bloke. I’ve tried to 

capture the style of such a paradox,’ explained Chapman. 

He hopes ‘the book is entertaining – a kind of “story” of poetry, science, of ordinary, vulnerable 

human response and responsiveness. 

http://english.ukzn.ac.za/research/chapman
http://soa.ukzn.ac.za/


 

‘The book strikes an unexpectedly contemporary note, as manifest in Brexit and Donald Trump’s 

presidential victory; locally, in #Fallists and the EFF. We currently witness a jolt to a somewhat self-

righteous political correctness. Douglas Livingstone achieved a rare integration of the poetic and 

the scientific mind or, rather, the poetic and the scientific imagination.’ 

The book is available at all major retail bookstores, Amazon and UKZN Press. 
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