
 

 

EDUCATION STUDENTS PRESENT WORK AT RESEARCH SEMINAR  

 

Students in Biological Sciences for Educators 420 present their research during a seminar on the Edgewood 

campus. 

Biological Sciences for Educators 420 students recently presented their work at a seminar on the 

Edgewood campus as part of their Research and Service Learning module for this semester. 

The seminar showcased the students’ Research and Service-Learning projects while also 

celebrating, recognising and valuing their input. 

Topics included developing the understanding of the actions of Grade 8 girls concerning 

menstrual hygiene at a high school in rural Phoenix, educating students about the impact of sleep 

deprivation, and exploring and developing the well-being of elderly people in an old age home 

in Durban.  

Forty-two pairs of students each presented for up to 15 minutes, with each student within the pair 

being given the opportunity to talk about their research and Service-Learning project.  

In her research, student Ms Minenhle N Xulu examined the intra-vaginal insertion of snuff by young 

women at a Higher Education Institution in Durban. ‘Many women believe that the coarse powder 

helps stimulate their sexual drive while tightening their vaginas and making them more sexually 

desirable,’ said Xulu.  

‘Young women have become so desperate to please men for personal sexual satisfaction to a 

point that they would insert something toxic into their vaginas and sadly they are not even aware 

of the danger associated with it.’  

 



 

Xulu devised an intervention programme that saw participants watching videos of the dangers of 

intravaginal insertion of snuff. ‘Through the intervention participants now have a better 

understanding of the health dangers associated with the use of snuff as an intravaginal stimulant. 

The misconceptions they had about snuff were cleared. Some of the female participants who 

were using snuff as an intravaginal stimulant have had pap smears.’ 

Students Ms Slindile Muthwa and Ms Nqobile Mkhize explored student teachers’ experiences of 

cerebral palsy at a day care centre in Pinetown. 

‘Children with cerebral palsy are able to learn and complete problem-solving activities given to 

them but it all depends on what type of cerebral palsy the child has. It also depends on how 

severe the condition is. They can attend school provided they are taught by people who are 

specialists, patient and love children,’ said Muthwa.  

Students sourced donations of items such as clothing, sanitary packs and pads, seedlings, board 

games and food packs for the community groups they worked with. 

Discussing the work by the Biological Sciences for Educators 420 students, Lecturer Dr Angela 

James said: ‘Overall, the student interventions in the various placement sites had a positive effect 

on the participants with the students gaining enormously through their experiences.’ 
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